Primary brain malignant non-Hodgkin lymphoma: report of a case treated with chemotherapy in combination with radiotherapy.
Primary brain lymphomas are usually treated with surgery in combination with radiotherapy, whereas only a few cases have been treated with chemotherapy. We describe a case of a 68-year-old man with an immunoblastic primary cerebral lymphoma first treated with surgery and radiotherapy and subsequently with chemotherapy consisting of cyclophosphamide, adriamycin, vincristine and prednisone (CHOP). In this case immunological study of the peripheral blood and cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) lymphocytes confirmed that a primary brain lymphoma may be an intrinsic cerebral neoplasm with different forms of spreading within the central nervous system (CNS). The period of survival of our patient is equivalent to that of patients treated with radiotherapy alone or in combination with surgery. This suggests the need for further investigation in this field.